
ORDINANCE NO. 2625

AN ORDINANCE BY THE CITY OF PANAMA CITY
AMENDING THE CITY OF PANAMA CITY CODE OF
ORDINANCE CHAPTER 12; TO ADOPT NATIONAL 
POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) 
STANDARDS, TO DEFINE ILLICIT DISCHARGE, TO ADOPT 
PROCEDURES AND CRITERIA TO ADDRESS ILLICIT 
DISCHARGE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES ACCORDANCE
WITH THE NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE
ELIMINATION SYSTEM PROGRAM; PROVIDING FOR 
APPLICABLILITY; REPEALER; SEVERABILITY; AND AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, The city desires to provide for the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens 
of the City of Panama City, through the regulation of non-storm water discharges to the storm 
drainage system to the maximum extent practicable as required by federal and state law; and

WHEREAS, To regulate the contribution of pollutants to the City of Panama City Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer System {MS4) by storm water discharges by any user; and

WHEREAS, To prohibit illicit connections and discharges to the MS4; and

WHEREAS, To establish legal authority to carry out all inspection, surveillance, monitoring, and 
enforcement procedures necessary to ensure compliance with this ordinance.

Section 1 . Recital

The foregoing whereas clauses are incorporated herein by reference and made a part hereof.

Section 2. This ordinance repeals and replaces the following ordinance(s) and
regulation(s): Chapter 9-87 Illicit Discharge.

ARTICLE VII. STORMWATER SYSTEM ILLICIT DISCHARGE AND CONNECTION.

SECTION 12-200. TITLE OF ARTICLE . APPLICABILITY AND INTERPRETATION.

This article shall be known as the stormwater s ystem illicit discharge and connection 
ordinance. The provisions of this article shall be effective within the boundaries of the cit y 
and shall set p rohibitions and restrictions to prevent illicit and ille gal discharges from enterin g 
or bein g de posited into the cit y 's stormwater collection s ystem. This article shall be liberall y 
construed to affect the p urposes set forth in this ordinance.

SECTION 12-201. PURPOSE AND INTENT.

The p urpose of this article is to p rovide for the health . safe ty, and general welfare of the 
citizens of the cit y throu g h the re gulation of stormwater and non-stormwater discharg es into 
the storm draina g e s ystem to the maximum extent p racticable as re quired by federal and 
state law.
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This article establishes methods for controllin g the introduction of pollutants into the cit y' s 
munici pal se parate storm sewer s y stem ( MS4 } in order to com pl y with re q uirements of the 
Federal "National Pollutant Discharg e Elimination S ystem" ( NPDES ) p ermit p rocess.

The ob jectives of this article are to :

(a) Re g ulate the contribution of pollutants to the ci ty 's munici pal se parate stormwater 
sy stem b y stormwater discharges b y an y user.

(b) Prohibit illicit connnections and discharg es to the cit  y 's munici pal se parate 
stormwater s ystem.

(c) Establish le g al authori ty to ca rry out all ins pection , surveillance . monitorin g, and 
enforcement procedures necessa ry to ensure com pliance with this article.

SECTION 12-202. DEFINITIONS.

Authorized enforcement a g enc  y means the cit  y code enforcement de partment actin g 
throu g h the ci ty en g ineer or desi g nated em plo y ees in the en g ineerin g de p artment. hereinafter 
referred to in this article as the "de partmenf' who is authorized to enforce the provisions of 
this article.

Best mana g ement p ractices CBMPs ) means schedules of activities . p rohibitions of 
p ractices , general g ood house kee pin g practices . pollution p revention and educational
practices . maintenance procedures , and other mana gement p ractices to p revent or reduce 
the discharge of p ollutants directl y or indirectl y to stormwater. receivin g waters , or stormwater
conve yance s y stems. BMPs also include treatment p ractices , o p eratin g procedures . and
p ractices to control site runoff , s p illa g e or leaks . slud g e or water dis posal. or draina ge from
raw materials stora ge.

Clean Water Act means the Federal Water Pollution Control Act , and an y subse q uent 
amendments thereto.

Construction activit  y means an y activit y sub ject to NPDES construction permits includin g 
construction p ro ject activities resultin g in land disturbance of all an y p arcel of land in the Cit y 
limits. Such activities include but are not limited to clearin g and g rubbin g. demolition , g radin g, 
excavatin g, utility installation , buildin g erection . p avin g and landsca p in g .

Hazardous materials means an y material. includin g an y substance . waste . or combination 
thereof, which because of its q uantity, concentration . or ph ysica l. chemica l, or infectious 
characteristics ma y cause . or si g nificantl y contribute to . a substantial present or p otential 
hazard to human health . safe ty, pro p e rty, or the environment when im p ro perl y treated , stored , 
trans ported . dis posed of. or otherwise mana g ed.

Illicit or ille g al discharg e means an y direct or indirect non-stormwater discharge into an y 
part of the storm draina ge s ystem located within the ci ty limits . or stormwater discharg e not 
meetin g standards exce pt as exem pted in section 12-204 <D.2 ) of this ordinance. Ille g al 
discharg es are discharg es includin g, but not limited to . munici pal sewa g e {wastewater ). 
p rocess wastewater. wash water and discharg es from indoor drains and sinks , re gardless of
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